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Peace as a River
Isaiah 48:17–18 · This week: Comfort Ye My People, Isaiah 40–49

In the manual: Come, Follow Me lesson 40, “Comfort Ye My People,” on Gospel Library

General conference begins today. This lesson is short enough to fit between sessions.

S TA R T

Today prophets and apostles speak at general conference. Isaiah 48
describes what happens when people listen to the Lord and do what he
says.

R E A D  TO G E T H E R

For years Israel ignored the Lord’s messengers
(Isaiah 48:4–8). In verses 17 and 18 he speaks
to them as their Redeemer and their teacher.

I SA I A H  4 8 : 1 7 – 1 8
17 Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the

Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy God

which teacheth thee to profit, which

leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest

go. 18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my

commandments! then had thy peace been

as a river, and thy righteousness as the

waves of the sea:

W H AT  I T  T E A C H E S

In verse 17 the Lord calls himself the one
“which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth
thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” His
commandments are how he teaches and how
he leads.

Verse 18 compares the peace that comes from
hearkening to a river. A pond can dry up in a
hot summer. A river keeps flowing because it is

fed from upstream. Peace that comes from
following the Lord keeps coming through hard
weeks, because he is its source.

President Russell M. Nelson pointed out that
the first word in the Doctrine and Covenants is
hearken. “It means ‘to listen with the intent to
obey.’”

President Russell M. Nelson, “Hear Him,” General conference,
April 2020

Conference weekend is a good time to practice.
Listen for one thing the Lord wants your family
to do, and then do it.

TA L K  A B O U T  I T

What is one question or need each
of us can bring to conference, so
we know what to listen for?

TA K E  TO  C H U R C H

When we listen to the Lord and
do what he says, our peace
keeps flowing like a river.
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